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I love looking forward to something. A deadline reached, vacations, the next time my grandchildren will be on my lap,
kids all together, the end of a diet. But a top favorite is preparing for spiritual holidays; intentional time spent in antici-
pation.

The next best thing on the holiday calendar is almost upon us. Christmas is in the rearview mirror and Easter is on the
horizon. Arguably the “most important” holiday in the life of a Jesus-follower, without Easter, there’d be nothing to
“hang our hat on” regarding our faith and what we believe.

Clearly the most important commemoration of the cornerstone of the Christian faith—the celebration of the death and
resurrection of King Jesus, our Savior—could (and should?) this be the new most wonderful time of the year? It’s brim-
ming with miracles which must never become unimpressive or less than awe-inspiring.

That said, doesn’t it deserve more than one Easter morning worship gathering and possibly a Good Friday service if we
don’t get a better offer?

But let’s back up a second before we buy a new Easter dress or plan an egg hunt for next month.
For Christians who are paying attention to the Church Calendar, we are about to move from Ordinary Time to Lent.

To skip Lent and jump right into Easter is missing depth and richness leading up to the Big Day.

Like Advent (my second favorite sacred holiday), Lent is a time to open the doors of our hearts a little wider and under-
stand our Lord a little deeper, so that when Good Friday and eventually Sunday comes, it is not just another day at
church, albeit an exciting one bursting with pastel colors and Spring flowers.




We're glad you're here!
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Unlike Advent, more characterized by excitement and abundance, Lent is a more solemn season, meant to be like la-
ment—to feel or express sorrow or regret for; to mourn over. One can’t appreciate the light and the miracle of resurrec-
tion without spending a significant amount of time remembering the dark side, the sin, the pain, the rejection, the suf-
fering, the death.

Both holidays focus on Jesus and matter to our annual rhythm of life. During Advent, we anticipate His comings to earth
(the first 2000 years ago, the second date TBD). During Lent, we walk the footsteps of Jesus to the cross of suffering all
the way to the empty tomb. His is risen, hallelujah!

I've heard practicing Lent called spiritual housekeeping:

Praying (drawing close to God)

Fasting (denying self for a spiritual purpose)

Giving (to the poor what we don’t need)

If you want seasonal heart transformation and to present God with pure, meaningful worship on a sacred holiday, it
must cost you something. All spiritual growth does.

I guess you could consider this my annual invitation for you to open your calendar and heart a little wider. To approach
Easter—the holiday that sets Christians apart—by entering a 40-day journey with Jesus on His path of suffering and
death to purchase our salvation with an empty tomb. This is the stuff!

This could look like many things. (See me for more ideas.)

¢ TFocused Bible readings. Start with any Gospel. That’s where the story picks up. In addition, there is no shortage
of printed and digital devotional guides that will lead you in awareness of sin, repentance and appreciation.

¢ Fasting from something you will truly miss daily (not something you hate, but something you love and think
you can’t live without—go big or go home!); denying yourself a pleasure (when you miss it, you trade that desire
for prayer.)

® Giving to the poor. Purging our souls of sin and self, also emptying our home of excess. What can we give away
to benefit another (both money and stuff)?

If you've never done anything like this and are willing to experiment, I'm excited for you.

We can do this. We need to do this. When we decrease, Jesus will increase, and our focus becomes sharper (any other
50+ somethings out there need some clarity?).

Living Lent is not simply a religious ritual. It’s better than that—this is about relationship, relationship, relationship.
God wants more of us and the attention we give to sacred holidays is an outward sign of how much we give to Him. It
matters. Our efforts will not be wasted.

When we hit the final stretch — Holy Week — we are going to have so much to share with those around us regarding
what we’ve experienced. How real and present God is. How sinful and helpless we are without Him. How mighty and
loving Jesus is.

And that’s part of the point—spiritual growth and celebrating sacred holidays is never just for us, it's meant to be
shared. It simply must be, or “how will they know?”.

Trust me, forty days of attentiveness to the cross of Jesus WILL elevate your Easter Sunday—and transform you too.
Then finally, when Resurrection Day comes and Eastertide begins, we will gather here at church and we will sing “Up
from the Grave He Arose,” “He’s Alive,” and all the other Easter songs with gusto! Let’s look forward to that day togeth-
er.

Ash Wednesday, March 5, is day one. Plenty of time to be ready to begin.
Angela Burtis



WAYS TO GIVE YOUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS:
In person—drop your check, cash or pew envelope in one of the boxes located in the Fellowship Hall or front of the church.
Online—www.ambecandor.com/give
Text—text your amount to 607-333-7858

Mark your Calendar
March 1 7:30am Men’s Breakfast at Rustic Griddle
7:30am Women'’s Coffee & Chat
March 9 Daylight Saving Time Begins
March 11 6:00pm Deaconesses’ Meeting
6:30pm Trustees’ Meeting
March 13 3:00pm Deacons’ Meeting
March 16 Birthday Celebration at Fellowship Time
March 22 9:00-11:30am Spring Women'’s Event

Every Wednesday (subject to change):

6:00pm Pickleball in the gym
Every Thursday
2:00pm Time of Prayer

March Items for Operation
Christmas Child:

Flashlights, Toothbrushes

Listen to previous messages

ambccandor.podbean.com
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NEW Pickleball at AMBC

FREE OPEN PLAY!
All members of the community are invited to
play. All skill levels welcome, Come with
friends or come and make new ones.

When?
Wednesday nights from 6:00pm - 8:00pm
- Beginning November 6, 2024 -

Where?
Allen Memorial Baptist Church Gym

Don't know how to play? No problem!
Pickleball is a game that is easy to learn and fun for all, regardless of age or skill level, Pickleball combines
elements of tennis, badminton, and ping pong using a paddle and whiffle-type ball.

All participants must sign a waiver before playing.
Gym is divided into two pickleball courts, Equipment is provided,

Can we pray for you? Go to our website and click
on I NEED PRAYER.

If you are interested in joining a group of us
who will be praying for online prayer re-
quests that come in through our website,
please contact Tammy Podufalski and she
can add you to the email list.
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